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terested and somewhat alarmed at the posi-
tion vutlined by the Minister. It represenfs
a national calamity and I respecifully sug-
gest that the members direcily concerned
Join with the Government in taking action
timmediately to induce the Commonwealth
Government to make available, when the
drought breaks, a sufficient sum, as a special
grant. to assist in re-stocking the pastoral
areas. We were supposed to have been
granted £77,000 by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment because of the drought conditions,
but every member knows that much more
than that amount could be absorbed in the
wheat areas alone. T suggest that steps be
taken immediately to draw the attention of
the Commonwealth Government to the posi-
tion.

Hon., C. G. Latham: The Commonwealth
Government did not give ns a penny for
the drought conditions.

My, CROSS: I understand they eclaim
that they did so.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth Government made the grant avail-
able because of the effect of the drought on
our finances.

.Mr. CROSS: Then special representation
should he made to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment immediately, I went through some
of the rainfall reecords for 1914, and I am
of npinion that this year will be consider-
ably worse than 1914.

Hon. €. G. Latham: The Commonwealth
did not help us that year.

AMr. CROSS: They should help us this
year.

Hon.
aeross,

C. G. Latham: We will send you

Question pat and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee.

Bill passed thromgh Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopled.

House adjourned at 9.58 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BIIL—WOOL (DRAFT ALLOWANCE
PROHIBITION).

Second Reading.

bebnte resuned from the 23rd September.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-Easl)
[4.33]: Primary producers throughout the
State, and particularly graziers, should be
very thankfu! to the Government for bav-
ing hrought down the Bill. All through Aus-
tralia, requests have been made for this
legislation, and the Wool Council in all its
branches is in favour of it. I was sur-
prised to learn that Mr. de Latour had stated
that modern seales ure not capable of weigh-
ing bales of wool accurately. Surely with
our Weights and Measures Act, an inspeclor
should be asked by the Government to in-
spect the seales at all woolbrokers’ sheds,
particularly when we have the President of
the Western Australian Woolbuyers’ Asso-
ciation making sueh a statement, It is an
insult to the brokers of Western Australia
to say that the seales in the various ware-
houses are not aceurate. My, Parker, who
addressed himself to the Bill last week, was
speaking on behalf of the woolbuyers. He
has every right to plaece their position be-
fore the Honse. This Council invariably
listens to all sides of every question that
eomes hefore it, which is an admirahle plan
for it ensures a knowledgze of the subject
hefore members vote. However, T cannot
understand the attitude of Mr. Hamersley
on this question. Mr, Hamersley and his
people have heen connected with the pro-
duction of wool practically since the eolon-
isation of Western Australia, vet he says
he does not eare whether the Bill is passed
or rejected.  That is beyond my comprehen-
sien. His statement has gone out throngh
the Press and in consequence I have re-
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ceived messages from a number of my con-
stituents who have held a meeting at Newde-
gate and have asked me and my eolleague
to support the Bill, which is of such import-
ance to the wool producers. Throughout
Australia there is a movement nfoot tn Liave
this class of legislation brought into foree.
TUnless all the States agree to it, it ennmot
eome into operation.  There is no doubt
whatever that when Australia has passed
this legislation South Afriea and New Zea-
land will quickly follow. My friend, Mr
Parker, suggested that we might enaet legis-
lation to provide that the grower should be
paid for 113 Ihs., yet only supply 112 Ibs,
I trust that he was merely heing humorous,
for if not I would point ont that the weol
producers of this country would never sug-
gest that robbery on their part should he
legalised in that manner. Whilst T jain
with Mr. Parker in objecting to aut lonst
unnecessary interference in fthe ordmary
style of trading hetween citizens, I wounid
point out that as long as legislation has
been eapable of controlling the affairs of
nations—and that is for a very long period
—it has been the duty of legislators caon-
cerned to proteet the public agninst prae-
tices which are either dishomest or horder-
ing on dishonesty. Mr. Parker, who is
learned in the law, 15 no doubt well aware
that legislation preventing such practices is
to he found in statute-books the world over.
Sueh deduetions as the draft allowance might
in times past, when scientific knowledge was
negligible, have been justified beeause of in-
aceurate weighing maehines, but in these
times, when the weight of one human hair
can be accurately ascertained, any such
reason for the retention of the draft allow-
ance passes into the mists of antiquity. One
remark made by Mr. Parker which specially
interested me was the snggestion that the
extraordinary custom of giving 13 buns for
a dozen did not go at the request of the
buyer, but beeause the seller would not con-
tinue to do it. Why is he surprised, there-
fore, that the seller of wool holds the same
view, and will not consent to a eontinuance
of the practice? We read from day to day
that a certain firm in Western Australia
has arranged freight on eheaper lines than
the combine ships will agree to. Snrely the
primary producers, when they combine to-
gether to reduee costs, should he permitted
to do it. It is only natural that they should
wish to take advantage of a more favour-
able freight arrangement.

[COUNGIL.]

Hon. (. W. Miles: Tn foreign ships, you
mean !

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: Handied hy foreign
shippers, It was not my intention to stress
the necessity for passing the Bill, because
that should be clear to all. I t(hought the
measure would have gone through without
a single objection. However, as two mem-
bers have raised objeetions, 1 thought I
conld do no less than enter my protest
against their remarks., T will give the Bill
my whole-hearted support, as no donbt will
every other vepresentative of the wool in-
dustry in this House. [ sincerelv hope the
Bill will go through, and become law.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (Bast) [441]:
This small Bill has been brought down to cor-
reet an anomaly that has existed over along
period of years. In reeent times many
similay anomalies have heen laid aside, ano-
malies that have heen brought into existence
in trade and commerce but all to the ad-
vantage of one side. Fortunately, in this
case those who have been suffering from the
draft allowanee have an organisation, and
that organisation bhas taken a step in the
right direetion to the end that something
which should never have come into existence
should now he wiped out. Like Mr, Piesse,
I should not have risen but for the objec-
tions raised to the Bill and which have been
so astounding to me. This draft allowance
practice should never have come inte exist-
cnce and I do not think there is any need
for me to talk at length about i€, Tt is
pleasing to know that this small measure,
which I hope will be earried with but very
little opposition, will eorrect an anomaly
that has been standing for very many vears
past. I will support the Bill.

HON. L. B. BOLTQN (Metropolitan)
[4.43]: T endorse the remarks of Mr. Holnes,
who said he was perfectly willing to he

guided in this matier by the Woolgrowers'
Council. Long hefore I beeame a wool-

grower T eould never see the justice of tins
draft allowance. I am definitely in favour
of the Bill, and am rather snrprised at the
remnrks of Mr. Parker and Mr. Hamerslev,
As n woolgrower, T certainly eannot under-
stamdl  Mr. Hamersley’s opposition  to the
Bill.

Hon. G. W. Miles: He did not strongly
oppose it.
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Hon. [, B, BOLTON : No, hut from his re-
?n:n'ks I gather that he will vote ngainst it.
For wy part [ will support it,

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.441: 1 congratulate the Government on
the introduciion of this measnve, for it is
tong  overdoe. At many eonferences  the
cuestion of draft allowance on wonl has
bheen diseussed and T must say that for the
lite of e [ have never heen ahle ta see why
this deduction should be made, Tt is time
that those who are selling their wonl had the
right 1o lay down somp eonditions concern-
ing the manner in whieh it shall be sold. T
congratulate  the Honorary  Minister on
hrincing down the Bill. When T iirst stond
for Parliiment in 1914 that hon. gentlrnan
wag my echairman. At thal time he was en-
deavonring to make a living from the land.
T think he is new more eomfortably situated.
At amy rate he is folly eompetent to speak
on the subjeet matter of (his Bill. T support
the second reading, and did not anticipate
that any member wounlit oppose if.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. T..
H. Gray—3West—in reply) [4.46]: T am
indeed pleased that this Bill has heen sn well
veeeived.  Most members of thix Chamber
have a far more expert knowledwe of wool
thin [ have, and their opinions on the sub-
Jeel gre therefore more valuable than mine
are, Mo Angelo suggested that the pro-
clainution should he deferved wngil all the
other States, as well as New Zealand and
South Africa, had agreed to puss similar
tegislation.  Australin, South  Afriea and
New Zealand are the major wool-produeing
comntries of the world, and all have agreed
to the necessity for this type of legislation.
Now Zealand has deferred action heeanse the
anthorities there thought if better to wait
until  Australia, heing a particularly im-
portant wool-prodncing country, had  first
taken action. Legislation has been prepared
tur the New Zealand Parliament, and will he
Lronsht down when the legislation has heen
passeid by all the States in Australia, Mo,
Tarker made a good speech in defence of a
very b eage, and we can rive him credit
for making the most of the wool buyers'
point of view, Tt ~trusk me that the defence
of the deatt allowance was really an aren-
ment for its abolition.  Aercordine to Mr.
Parker, the farmers stood to lose if this
lecizlation were passed, but the contrary is
the ease. We cannot, of courze, hlame the
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wool buyers and wool brokers for follewing
the practice that has heen for so long in
operation. The case put up on their hehalf,
however, will not bear examinaiion. M.
Hamersley criticised the action of the Com-
inonwealth Government in reducing the size
of wheat bagzs. That was no argument
against the Bill now before us. The Com-
monwealth legislation was bronght dewn as
a  humanitarian  measuve.  When  Jarge
wheat  hags  were  in wse, many  dis-
tressing acellents  avewrvedd at  the varni-
water  fronts  throunghout  Aunstralia.
1t is wot correct to sax that the farmers
have suffered ns the result of the introduc-
tion of the smaller bags. .

as

Question put and passed.

I3l read a seeond time.

T Copmittee.

The CHATRMAN (1lon. J. Cornell) : Be-
fore tuking the Chair as Chairman of Com-
mittees, following upon the last biennial
elestton of the Legislative Couneil, T desire
to thank members for the confidence they
have reposed in me in electing e as Deputy
President and Chainman of Committees. I
appreciate the honour, and trust that iy
term of oflice will be as happy as my previous
torm of oflice was.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
hale, reported withont amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Cue-Big Bell Railway.
2, Fremantle Literary Institute Mortgage.

3, Land Aer Awmendment.
Received from the Aszembly.

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT,

Seennd Reading.

Debate 1esamed from the 23rd September,

HON. L. ORAIG (South-West) [4.56]:
This i< essentially a Committee Bill. T know
the Minister wishes that it shall not he un-
duly delaved. as a number of ather measures
ave eonming to us from another place, and I
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sball not speak at great length upon the
second reading, From the point of view of
the State this is a most important Bill. Tt
appears to be an carnest endeavour to do
something more for natives than has been
done in the past. The problem is a diffienlt
one, and nmst be tackled before the diffi-
culties are aecentuated. We must remember
that the natives owned this country, and that
we took it from them. 1We have now con-
taminated the breed, with the result that
we have a large and increasing number of
half-castes. The great problem which the
Government have to tackle is that of half-
custes.  The nalive trouble in the North is
not a great one, but the half-easte problem
is very serious. I have endeavoured in the
last few days to obtain information, and
from my inquirviex I find the position more
disturbing than I thought it was. Half-
castes are breeding very quickly, and are
being allowed to live as natives Hve. That
in itself is undesirable. When at Keller-
berrin the other day I approached several
people in the hope of obtaining some infor-
mation about half-castes in the distriet. I
was informed that generally the half-casies
were a clean people. There are exceptions,
but generally speaking they are clean. That
was borne out by a considerable number
I saw at the local show. The women par-
ticularly were well and cleanly dressed.
They wore elothes that had had 1o be washed,
and these were clean and well ironed. I was
surprised at the turnout of the half-castes
on that oceasion, I was informed that many

of the men were good workers, and
that, if handled properly, they became
good and useful citizens. Some of
them, however, would not do any work.
The vations, [ understand, were under

very gootl control.  When work was avail-
able the policeman in charge of the district
would not issug rations, but insisted on the
natives taking work. In other parts, T
understand, where that eare is not given,
where natives are sapplied with rafions
irrespective of whether they work or not,
the men are refusing employment, and are
jJust living on the rations. That is most an-
desirable. But the worst feature is the
growth of these people. It is typieal of
crosshreeds that they are rather prolific.
One man told nie he had working for him a
half-caste who was a very good worker, hut
who had 16 children. His neighbour em-
Ploved another man who had 10 children. If
this i3 {o occur throughout the country it

[COUNCIL.]

will readily be seen what is likely to happen.
The wost important aspect of the problem
is that dealing with the female native, and
it is in this connection that I differ from the
provisions of this Bill. I do not think we
are going far enough. We have a duty to
these people. We eontaminated their blood,
and there is an obligation wpon us to see
that the half-castes, at least, have an oppor-
tunity to earn a living. At the present time
we are doing nothing to cnable them to o
s, | refer particularly to the girls. We
shonld take girls away from their mothers
when they reach a ecertain age and train
them. They should be removed at as early
an age as possible so that their removal will
not be too much of a wrench to the motheis,
I understand that up to the age of eight,
nine or ten, half-caste children are capable
of learning very well at school. From then
on to the age of puberty—and that iz the
dangerous time—they need jto be taught
other things, most impertant matters in
which they should be givenr instruction heing
sex questions and cleanliness. They should
be given a reasonable education and trained
to take their places as domesties in the homes
of white people. If they have heen taught
habits of cleanliness the white people will
not mind employing them, and if they have
been taught the dangers of thelr sex they
may have a chance of eoming through with-
ont getting into trouble. This is & most im-
portant part of the question, becanse the
native - girl is a child of nature, and her
charaetor is not sufficiently strong to with-
stand the urge of nature. We must en-
deavour to train her in that direetion, and
180, perhaps, teach her how to avoid danger.
The breeding of half-castes constitutes a
colossal menace to the State. Tn a certain
period—I forget how wmany years the Min-
ister said—their numbers have rizsen [rom
800 to 4,000, TIf they continue breeding,
and we go on allowing them to live as
natives, it is a disgrace to us. Their num-
hers will soon he 40,000 instead of 4,000, and
then the problem will be out of our hands.
The problem is not in the North but in the
South. There are not many half-castes in
the North; the Minister knows that. I was
up there reeently on some of the stations,
and I have mever seen a happier race of
natives than I saw there. They are well
nourished—so well nourished that they are
refusing to eat kangarces. The natives on
our station will not touch kangaroos. We
have to kill 1,000 sheep each year, and 800
of them go to the nafives. The place is
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swarniing with kangaroos, but the natives
will not eat them. They are well nourished,
they are paid for their lahour, and they are
happy. There is a provision in the Bill that
anyone who cohabits or has sexual inter-
course with a native shall be subject to a
minimum penalty of a fine of £50, or six
months' imprisonment. 1 want to put the
position in this way : Kimberley is a tropical
rountry where white women cannot live for
long periods.  Qur immigration laws do not
allow us to have Chinese, Japanese or Malay
cooks, so the station people have (o batch
or train natives or half-castes to do the work,
and in many cases they do it quite satis-
factorily. Now here, in the metropolitan
area, any one of us can cohabit or have
sexual intercourse with any girl indiserim-
inately, and there is no law fo prevent us.
Brothels are looked upon as a necessary evil.
The fact that they ave permitted to exist
shows thag they are a necessary evil. Yet
when we rcome to the North-West where
these, shall we say, facilities, are not avail-
able, and a young man happens to fall—and
it is only natural he should: if people do
these things down here. they might easily
do the same there—he is subject to a mini-
mum penalty of six months' imprisonment or

a fine of £50. I have already said
that the native is a child of naiure.
I have heard some rather extraordinary

stories about the North, and T can well
understand how some young men do fall.
I have heard of a boundary rider going to
a windmill with & 20,000 gallon tank, sec-
ing there a sylph-like figure rising from the
water, with no clothes on and receiving an
invitation to join her in the tank. Tt is
only natoral that in such ecirenmstances a
voung man  would get inte trouble.
I have heard of men on XKimberley
stations who sleep out to enjoy the cool air
and who, on returning to their camps, have
found voung lubras under theiv blankets. I
am pointing out how simple it is for a young
man, eut off from social intercourse with
his own people, to associate with the native
women.  Yet here there is a suggestion that
if such intercourse is proved against him,
whether the girl be a full-blood or a half-
caste, he shall be subjeet to a minimum fine
of £50 or six months’ imprisonment. I pro-
pose to move an amendment in Committee,
that the minimum fine be ent out altogether.
I think there is a maximum fine of £200.
That could be left in.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Stress the point about
the natives in the South.
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Hon. L. CRAIG: I had forgotien that.
Fwrther on penalties are provided for sup-
plying liguor to natives and for inducing a
native to cohabit with another man—which
i= worge, I think, than having infercourse
oneself. Tor this I understand there is no
minimum fine. There is a maximum, but it
is left to the discretion of the magisirate
to fix the minimum. 1 think that should
apply also in this case, where interconrse
tukes place heiween a native and a white
man, I am not objecting to the penalty,
but the fixing of a minimum will mean that
we will get no penalty at all, because no
magistrate will conviet under sueh condi-
tions. There is the other point to which Mr.
Miles has drawn my attention, and it deals
with the southern part of the State, We
might help to overcome the difficulty by get-
ting the half-vastes and the quadroons away
from the full bloods. The natives are of
the same hlood as we are, and the colour
¢an he hred out of them for the reason that
they are not like Asiaties or the negroes.
The danger to-day lies in the native camps
in the South-West where the half-castes go
back and live with the full-blooded natives,
and in that way yget back once more to the
durker blood. If we can separate the half-
eastes Trom the pure Blaecks we shall go «
long way towards climinating the colour
trouble, Every effort should be made fo
take the full-blooded black away from the
half and cuarter-castes so that the blending
shall be towards the white. The colour must
not he allowed to drift back to the blagk. If
we can only segregate the half-tastes from
the full-hloods we shall go a long way to-
wards hreeding the dark blood out of these
people. That is all I have to =ay.
I am going to support the Bill, and I am
sure every member will do likewise; bat it
is sueh a big question that I do not think
the Governinent have gone far enough. We
should be prepared to spend considerable
sums of meney in taking away the female
children, giving them a good education, and
training them to do useful work. If they do
2o out to service, and then get into trouble,
that trouble will be associated with white
people whieh, in itself, will assist to breed
out the dark eolour, The main essential is
te breed out the dark colour. I support the
second reading.

HON. 0, F. BAXTER (Last) [3.15]:
There are many ditferent >sections of the
people who have been ¢laiming for years
that the aboriginal population shouwld be
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placed on a better fooling.  To talk giilly in
that wuy is very casy, but te handle this im-
meise problem is quite another matter. The
Bili before us does represent a step in the
right direction, namely that of elarifying the
position and making it much more satistac-
tory. At the same time we cannot go too
Tar, becnuse there are many difliculties to he
surmounted, the chief one of which will he
finanee. 1t might be wise, as Mr. Craig said,
to sogrewate the half-castes from the natives
of pure blood, but to do that wonld he a
very costly busines<. Tt must be remembererd
also that some of  the half-castes are no
batter than the natives, and to have them
mingling with others would be very dange-
rouns.  When Minister controlling the de-
parttnent T hidl some experience of the diffi-
enlties. 1t wag astonishing to find how mis-
interpretations could he spread by varvious
orgatisalions, not in Anstralin alone, but in
Corent Britain and America, Those organisa-
tions had names such as Society for the Ame-
liorntion ot Natives and  similarty high-
sounding titles, and they seemed to be pre-
pared to veecive reports, no matter the
sonree Troan whieh theyx cimanated, and spread
then by nieans of printed matter.

Han, .J. Cornell; They are the goody-gnody
reople. )

Hon. ¢. F. BAXTER: Yes, No deubt
the Minister now in charge of the department
has had experience of it. It is terrible that
people will spread sneh reports without Arst
making inguirtes to ascertain the teath, The
department have issued corrections of many
of those statements, but in many instances
the dnnage done gould not he overtaken.

The Chief Scerctary: And some of the
sfatements have heen repeated.

Hou. C. IF. BAXTER: Yes, after correc-
tions have heen made, the statements have
heeir repeated,

The Chict Seerctary: That is the stock in
trade of such organigations.

Hon. C. F. BANXTER: Yes, to keep the
societies going.  Undoubtedly much more
could he done for the aborigines, but pro-
gress mnst be slow.  How many people in
Australin - contend  that disease is rampant
amongst the natives and half-eastes throngh
their contamination by whites? The worst
disease prevailing amongst  the natives has
nothing to da with the white population.
There is a peculiar disease known as granu-
loma whiel does not affeet white people—T
have heard of only one case, and 1 do not
know whether it was correct—at any rate it

[COUNGIL.]

Therefore
It is

does not generally affeet whites.
the whites cannot be blamed for that.
olie of the worst tvpes of disease.

Hon G. B. Wood: [ have known plenty of
white men affected with that disease.

Hon. C. F. BANTER: Perhaps I have got
hold of the wrong name,

The Chief Secretary: That is right.

Hon. C. I’ BAXTER: Then | have heawnl
of only one whife person having been affecied.
I would Hke Mr. Woed Lo see what T have
witnessed in the Port Iedland distriet and
to appreeiate the exteut lo which the unfor-
tunute aborigines  have  heen aflli-ted. At
Broome there are all sorts of enstes andd mix-
tures, but it is pleasing that in fhat town
there is a speeial sehonl Cor the many differ-
ent  types of  hall-caste. 1 connoend  the
prople respansible  [or the sehool  for the
work heing done.  They are  perfurming a
wonderful serviee, and it is a godsend to
have the half-rastes kept awax from the
white population at Broome.

ITon. G, W. Miles: That i= not a Govern-
ment schonl.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: No, but it is snb-
sidisil - by the Government. During  the
linaneial erisis it was proposed to cut ont Lhe
subsidy of €150 a year, hut after making a
thorough investigation [ considered the
amount small in eomparison with the work
being  done. In wmy opinion  the wnount
should be inereased vather than redueed. To
a large extent the native question depends
upon administration, and  a gompetent ad-
ministralor i< necessary. There has been a
good deal of wisunderstanding regarding the
Chief Protector of Alorigines, Mr. Neville.
Sefore | came into close assoeintion with
him, T was inchined to eondemn hin to a
large extent.  There are certainly ocenrrences
in that department which would lead one to
faorm a wrong opinion of him and his work.
After having heen closely assoeiated with
My, Neville for 2 lengthy period, T consider
him a very able, conscientious and admirable
nfficer wlo has tn administer n most diffieult
department,  If this measwre is Jeft fo his
administration we ean rest assnred that it
will e soundly administered and need feel no
coneern whatever on that seore.  One mntter
about whieh Parliantent should he very eare-
ful-—T see no reference {o it in the Bill—is
not to interfere unduly with the emplovment
of natives or half-castes. They arve very
u=efnl for station work. T would not sav
that they ave cheap Inbour; my experience is
that thev are not. Their payment and keep
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might be small, hut the numerous natives at-
tached to those who are emploved must also
be kept on the =tation. and that makes them
very expensive. However. the natives are
necessary to work the stations. If anything
were dong to  interfere with their employ-
ment on  the stations, the natives would
merely be thrown back on the hands of the
State and would have to be maintained by
the faxpavers. While their labour is ad-
vantageons in the working of stations. they
wonld beeome an expense and a nuisance if
they were rendered idle. T hope nothing will
be done to interfere with their employment
on stations. Much lins been said ahout the
treatment nf natives on the stations. My ex-
perience. not only as a Minister of the de-
partment, but when travelling through the
North, is that while there may he very few
cases in which the native {3 not treated as he
should he, in the event of illness or in the
provision of medicine or general care, =iuch
cases are exceedingly few, and we should not
be foo harsh in laying down provisions that
mighi infliet hardship on people who have
treated the natives humanely. With very
few exceptions, people in the North treat the
natives well and they do it, not only hecanse
they are humane, hut because it is in their
own interests,

Hon E. T. Angelo: Mr. Moseley mentioned
that in his report.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes. The Bill is
really one for eonsideration in Committee. T
am pleased that the Government have intro-
duced it hecanse it is certainly a step in the
right direction. As time goes on and funds
permit, we shall probably be able to im-
prove upon what is now propoesed for the
wood of the natives as well as of the State.
T shall have some amendments to move in
Committee, but with that reservation, T sup-
port the second reading.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (¥orth) [525]:
Mr. Craig said {hat this was a most import-
ant Bill. T quite agree with that statement.
It is not only important to the natives: it
is important to the people who employ the
natives and also to the good name of West-
ern Aupstralin. ¥f we ean treat the natives
in the wayv they should bhe treated—and by
this legislation T helieve we shall be nble
to do even hetter than in the past, provided
the measure is properly administered—the
slurs oceasionally east on onr good name will
perhaps not be heard again. The Chief See-

retary pointed oul that it was tme we had
new legislation hecause the Aet under which
we are working dates back to 1905. 1 list-
ened atrentively to every word utiered by
the Chief Secretary when moving the secon:d
reading of the Bill, T was pleased with the
very comprehensive and detailed manner in
which he explained the various provisions of
the weasure.  Sinee he spoke | have care-
fully re-read Mr. Moseley’s report, and I
think we ean congratulate that gentleman
upon the excellent report he presented. TE
this Bill and his report were taken together,
T do not think it would be necessary to have
any second reading speeches at all. Tt ap-
pears to me that most of his recommenda-
tions cover rather an amendment of the
administration than an amendment of the
Act. His recommendations for amending
the existing Act are set out in Clanse 2 of
his report. JMost of them seem in be cm-
hodied in the Bill. Some modifications of
his recommendations are proposed, and it
is nbout those differences that T feel con-
cerned.  In Clause 2 of the Rill the defini-
tion of “native” appears and iz fully ex-
plained. The definition, in my opinion, would
hring too many classes under the control of
the commissioner.  Mr. Mo_seley recom-
mended in his report that applications
should be submiited to a magistrate hefore
certain half-castes were hraught mder the
measure and that an appeal should lie fo a
magistrate from a rvefusal fo grant exemp-
tions from the Aet. This provision should
certainly he included in the Bill. 1 person-
ally know of people of this kind who are
perfecty independent and eapable of look-
ing after their own affairs. The nther day
I was speaking fo a gentleman who knows
the North-West, and he said that he had
heard quite a number of complaints from
edueated half-castes who had no desire for
any protection and no need for i, but had
been unable to obtain exemption from the
Aet. A person of this kind fecls his posi-
tion very keenly. and I consider that pro-
vision should be made to enable any person
feeling aggrieved by the control cxercised
by the commissioner to have the right of
appeal to an independent tribnnal in order
that he might securc exemption from the
provisions of the Aet.

The Chicf Seeretary: Have you read the
Bill?

Hon. BE. H. AXGELO: Yes, T have. In
my opinion, a mistake has heen made in
not following Mr. Moseley’s recommenda-
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tion on the question of sontrol. His first
reeommendation reads as folfows:—

Appointment of divisional protectors as per-
munent officiala,

Mr. Moscley evidently prefers divisional
protectors responsible to the Minister, to
travelling inspectors; and 1 agree with
him. The objection voiced by the Minis-
ter is that this would mean the constitn-
tion of three separate departments, that
it would be too eostly, and that it would
place on the Minister an almost intolerable
burden. As a North-West member, I can
hardly agree with that view. T [eel that
the authorities in Perth will never properly
understand the position in the North-West
and North, Recommendations by travel-
ling inspectors to the department in Perth,
to be considered by the head and dealt
with as the Minister might think fit, weuld
involve great delays. It is one of the ecom-
plaints frequently heard in the North that
when problems arise in connection with
the employment of natives, problems eall-
ing for immediate attention, there is no-
body on the spot to deal with such ques-
tions promptly. I see no difficulty in the
constitution of three divisions, as proposed.
No policy ean be laid down which will
apply equaily to the natives throughout
Western Australia. The difference between
the native problem of the North and
the similar problem in the South is as
wide as the distance that sepavates them.
The appointment of travelling inspectors,
who have after all only to wmake recom-
mendations to the Commissioner, will not
improve matters greatly. TIf, however,
Parliament in its wisdom considers that
it cannot agree to the appointment of divi-
sional protectors, and insists on travelling
inspeetors, then we ought to have an advi-
sory board, which would, incidentally, re-
lieve the Minister of a great deal of the
work whieh he rightly fears would be
thrust on his shoulders if the matter were
dealt with by travelling inspectors. Of
the advisory board I wish to speak a little
further in a minute or two. New provisions
are made in the Bill to deai with offences
between black and white. We have all
heard what Mr. Craig said on that sub-
jeet. I think we all realise it to he n
most painful subjeet, one that is diffienlt
to understand fully in the South. We
ought to he grateful for the information
Mr. Craig las furnished. But to my mind
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there is no question that we must take
some drastic steps to prevent what is going
on, not only from a moral point of view,
but alse from a health point of view. We
have been toll about young fellows riding
along and finding some beantiful woman
in a tank. We have been told about others
lying cut in the sun and finding a girl
under the blankets. But who is to tell us
that the woman or the girl is perfectly
healthy? We know how rampant ceriain
diseases are in the North. We have heard
what Mr. Baxter said on that subject.

Hon. V. Hamersley: And then there is
leprosy.

Hon. E. B. ANGELO: It is not only a
fquestion of leprosy. In my opinjon there
is a worse disease than leprosy amongst
the natives in the North, one that prob-
ably has taken off lundreds as against
single lives lost through leprosy. Not only
that, but the disease is ruining the lives
of hundreds of white men. That is the
digease with which we have to eope. 1
agree with Mr. Craig that probably the
penalty for the first offence is rather sever:
—imprisonment with a fine of £30. On
the other hand, Mr. Aloseley is very em-
phatie that there should bhe no fine, hut
straight-out imprisonment.  Personally 1
should like to sec, for the first offence, a
finc not too high: and let the offender be
made to understand how seriously the State
regards his offence, and what a danger the
offence is to himself. If he persists in
offending in the same way, then on the
second or third oceeasion let the penalty be
one of imprisonmient without fine, That
is the only way to put down the offence.

Tlon. J. Cornell: Il is like gold-stealing:
it will never he put down.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO : Gold-stealing does
not often ruin health, Here the rnin may
spread to two or more generations, causing
untold misery to innocent people. The Bill
deals with the native question, but the ob-
jeet of this partieular provision is not so
much to proteet the natives ns to proteet
white people from syphilisation. The Bill
suggests the establishment of courts of native
affairs, more or less as rvecommended by
AMvr. Mosgeley. The suggestion is a good one,
but I would like to know what is meant
by the words—

The court may ¢all to its assistance the head-
man of the tribe to which the nceused peraom
belengs.
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Surcly the words do not mean that the head-
man will take any part in the proceedings in
a judieial eapacity? If that is not the ides,
what is meant? If the headman is not to
he there in a judicial capacity, why is he to
he there?

The Chief Secretary: To advise the eourt.

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: I have had ex-
perience with natives, and bave heard them
in eourt for many years, and I have never
yet seen one native who could give advice 1n
any judicial ecapaeity. If he is to be there
as an interpreter, to tell the offender in a
friendly way what the whole thing is about,
to tell him what he should do to put his
story right, and when he is sentenced ex-
plain to him the position, if headmen cap-
able of doing those things are obtainable
well and good.

Hon. J. Cornell: I understand the object
to be that the headman shall explain [the
tribal customs.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Surely those cus-
toms could be gathered and placed in some
book, which could be furnished to every
magistrate dealing with native cases, so that
he would be conversant with tribal customs.
We may find one or two headmen able to
carry out the job satisfactorily, but I doubt
it

The Chief Secrefary: Let us give the pro-
posal a trial.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: A recommendation
made by Mr. Moseley in his rveport is the
establishment of island settlements for de-
linquent naiives. That is a recommendation
which I think should receive sericus consid-
eration, in view of our knowledge of native
priseners being that they, or most of them,
will escape at the first opportunmity. If
they arve constantly locked up, their state is
a very unhappy one indeed. There is no-
thing a native dislikes so much as being tied
up or chained up early at night and not let
out until late in the morning. I bad a good
deal of experivnee with natives many vears
ago in Rocbourne. I was there for five or
six vears, and for portion of that time was
an oflicer of the loeal eourt. There were
then about 200 natives imprisoncd in Roe-
bourne. Their lot was anything but a happy
one. They had to be locked up carly, be-
cause they were nlways trying to get away.
During the day they hod to be chained to
harrows, beeause that was the only way to
hold them. The Government could afford
only abeut half-a-dozen warders to mind the
200 natives, and of course the warders had
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to take precautions to ensure that the natives
did not get away. I may say that the natives
did not feel the chaining very much, and
that they did a good deal of useful work.
Nevertheless, their lot was anything but a
happy one. 1 do not believe in treating
hative prisoners with severity, becausze often
they do not understand when they are trans-
gressing the white man’s laws, On the other
hand, some years ago T saw good deal of the
native establishment at Rottnest, long hefore
the Minister knew anything about the island,
There were then 300 native prisoners there.
The life of those prisoners was totally dif-
ferent from that of native prisoners in Roe-
bourne. The Rottnest prisoners got a good
deal of liberty, They were not chained up.
They went out in batehes to do what work
was neecessary. They had their Saturday
afternoons off, and on Sundays they had the
whole day to themselves. They were rather
a happy crowd, and were ireated as I like
to sce native offenders treated—-not harshly,
but kindly, while at the same time they were
made to realise that they had done wrong.
It was quite a pleasure to see the way the
Rottnest native prisoners enjoyed their day
of rest. They went out fishing, and trapping
waliabies, and always came back at night with
huge bundles of wood to hold a wonderful
corroboree, by way of entertaining the
warders and their families and, of
course, vistors on the Bunday even-
ing. That is why I consider the
two piclures are altogether different.
Natives who have to be imprisoned should
not be tied up and locked up as they now
are, espeeially in the North-West, in hot
stuffy prisons. What we want is an island
where they could be placed to serve their
terms of imprisonment. It would not be
so expensive, because the prisoners would
provide nearly all their own fodder. An
island like Sunday Island at the entrance
to King's Sound would be a suitable loca-
tion for a settlement of that kind. And not
only that, but it would keep the natives pri-
soners from contaminating other natives,
who have not deserved imprisonment, The
Bill does not tell us what is proposed to be
done with diseased natives, of whom 1 was
speaking a little while ago. That is another
question whieh, in my opinion, merits the
most serious consideration. What are we
to do with fhe poor unfortunate ereatures
who are suffering from terrible venerea) dis-
enses? The hospitals at the ports are not
satisfastory. Natives will get into them, and
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s0 =pread the diseascs further. That has
heen known to happen time after time, Dis-
eased natives must be segregated, and kept
right away from all other natives. There
are not many of them who recover, unfor-
tunately; but all natives affected must be
kept away from other natives, so as to mini-
mise the evil ns far as possible.  Years ago
the Government had two islands on which
they had established lock hospitals to deal
with this elass of natives. Those hospitals
proved (o be a Eailure.

Hon. J. Cornell: What was the trouble?

Hon. . . ANGELCG: I am ahout to tell
the hon. member. The policy, in my opinion,
was quite right; but the Government could
not have selected two more unsuitable
islands if they had pieked over the whole
of Western Australin. Tt is well known that
Carnarvon is the third windiest place in the
workl, and those islands are only just off
the coast at Carnarvon. For eight months
of the year the wind howls at half a gale;
the islands are low-lying and there is no pro-
tection from the wind. The poor unfortun-
ate natives, mostly bronght down from the
tropies and suffering from terrible dis-
eases, could proeure no shelter on the islands.
There is very little wood, and wnatives re-
quive fires, especially at night, and parti-
eularly when they ave sick. The islands were
useless for the purpose for whieh they were
chosen, and the natives would not sfop in
the huts. If two suitable islands had been
selceted, T believe the seheme wounld have
proved suceessful, 1 do not elaim  they
wonld have heen suceessful from the stand-
point of effecting cures, hecause T am afraid
there will he verv few cures effectad. On
the other hand, more suitable islands wonld
have proved the seheme succossful in mak-
ing the lives of the natives as happy as pos-
sible under their unfortunate civcumstances.
T feel vertain that if the Government had
selected two ofther islands, snch as we have,
say, in the Dampier group—1 have in mind
Rosemary  and Enderby Tslands—one of
which would have been set aside for men
and the other for women, the seheme would
have heen suceessful. The islands T mention
are quite hig enough to enable the natives
to wander avound. Ther could procure a
certain quantity of food for themselves, and
thex could get plenty of fish. There is sone
timber on the islands, and ample shelter
from the wind. While there may not be
sufficient timber on the islands themselves,
there is plenfy proenrable in the manmrove
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creeks, and the timber there would have besn
ample for the fires of the natives. Certainly
something should be done in that direction.
I nrge members to give very serious consider-
ation to the impracticability of giving one
individual the full responsibility to earry
out the extremely important work of caring
for the aborigines throughout this huge
State of ours. Western Australia comprises
a million square miles and the conditions
vary from place to place. They are totally
different in the North from those that obtain
in the South, and I presume the same applies
with regard to East and West. In his re-
port, the Roynl Commissioner, Mr. H. D.
Moscley, said:—

Tt does seem to mie u matter of impossibility

that the affairs of the natives should be ade-
quately governed by one officer having his
headquarters in Perth. That is what the pre-
sont form of administration amounts to.
In my opinion, whichever plan Parliament
agrees to, cither divisional protectors or
travelling inspectors, we should establish
an advisory hoard.

Hon. J. Cornell: All the sticky-beaks in
the country wonld want to get on the
board.

Hon. 1. 11, ANGELQ: Not at all. There
is always someone who is willing to cndea-
vour to helittle a suggestion—even before
that suggestion is made. T would advocate
the appointment of the advisory hoard
being left in the hands of the Minister. Tt
should be an honorary bhoard and sheuld
consist of gentlemen—I would not have
ladies on the board because there will be
matters to be denlt with that are not very
savonry, matters with whieh no Indy would
like to be concerncd—whose work it wounld
be to ndvise the Minister from tiwe to
time, and, in faet, to relieve him of much
of his work. I suggest that the men ap-
pointed to the beard should know zeme-
thing ahaut the hnsiness they would have to
denl with. Perhaps a North-West member
who has lived for many years in the nor-
thern parts of the State could he one of
the members, and at the moment T have
in mind the member for Pilbara in the As-
sembly, Mr. Welsh, whe has lived smong
the natives for a long time and has em-
ploved many of them.

Hon.
Craig.

Hen. ¥, TI, ANGELO: At the moment T
waz dealing with the North. TRegarding

J. Nicholson: And there is Mr.
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the South, I would suggest a gentleman
like Mr. Craig.

Hon. L. Craig:
about the natives.

Hen. L, H, ANGELO: The hop. mainber
eave himselt away this alternoon; we know
that he does. Perhaps another member
could be chosen to represent the goldficlds
areas,

Hon. G. Fraser: Put the sticky-beak on.

Hon. F. H. ANGELQO: Should a sticky-
henk be appointed to the board, it would
he the Fault of the Minister himself, be-
canse [ suggest that he should make the
appointments and he should sze to it that
men were chosen who would be able to
render him some assistance. Then, again,
we might he able to sceure Mr. Moseley as
i member of the Board. He has done
wenderful work in the interests of the
natives. He {ravelled for over 15,000 miles
and inspeeted cvery settlement, so his
adviee wonld be invaluable. That is the
type of hoard T would suggest the Min-
isier shounld appoint. Members of Parlia-
ment counld be appointed to it, hecause it
would be an honorary board. 1 am sure
that thex would furnish zood adviee and
it must bhe remembered that it is not =
matter of administeation only. The Bill
certainly deals with  the administeative
side, but that is not all there is to it. The
problem is one involving matters of policy.
My, Craig has sugoested cevinin things that
should be done and various activities that
shmtld he looked inte. That is the tvpe of
work the advisory board could undertake.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That would be rather
invidious for mewmbers of the T.egislatare.

Hon. E. H. ANGEL(: It might be pos-
sible to seeure ather gentlemen to act om
the hoard. We might seeure the services
of one or two pastoralists who have re-
tired hut are infimately ncquainted with
the native prohlem.

Hon. G. Fraser: What ahout Daisy
Bates? She knows a good deal about the
natives.

Hon. J. Nichnlson: Bul the hon. member
daes 1ot want ladies on the board.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: That is so: T
would bar them. TLadies mav he useful on
other hoards, hut with regard to the advi-
sorv hoard T ain discussing various mat-
ters may crop up that T for one wonld
not like to discuss with a woman. Then,
again. if an advisory hoard were appointed,

I do not know enough
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the pusition would be safeguarded so that
there would be no alteration in matters of
policy or adninistration when a Govern-
ment went owt of power. If a hoard were
established and were in operation for some
ronsiderable time, they would become ac-
customed to the work and we eould be as-
sured of continuity of policy. I do act
suggest that the Minister would accept
the wroposals submitted ko him by the
hourd in every instanee, but he wonld have
the henefit of their advice. I agree with
much that has been said already rvegarding
more funds. We must provide more monsy
for the ameclioration of the eonditions nf
the natives. .\t present we are not doing
the job properly. It is all very well to
say that Aets of Parliament have heen
passed, that funds have heen provided, and
that we have told the Chief Protector and
others that they must look after the inter-
ests of the natives. If we are to do the
joh properly, we shall have to pay for it.

Hon. .JJ. Cornell: The big job is to make
the coloured section self-supporting.

Hon. E. H. ANGELG: Yos, and that is
where the advisory board would come in. I
am satisfied that many of the natives counld
he sent out rabbiting, kangavoo shooting
amdt f'ox hunting, They arve very fine hunters,
and many of the natives would make a lot
of money in that divection. The wmonev
conld be handled by the Government and
dnled out to the natives as they required it.
The halanee eonld he retained for futnre re-
nuirements of those who had enrned it.
Westorn Australia is spending 19s. per head
per anpum on its native population  as
against Queensland’s expenditure of £2 8s,
New Routh Wales £5 Ts, and South Aus-
tralia £6 18s,

Hon, .J. Cornell: Rut there ave very few
natives left in Now South Wales,

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: Those that are
left in New South Wales shonid he able to
earn their living. At anv rate, there is a
vast difference between the £3 Te. per head
per nunum that New Sonth Wales spends on
her natives, and the 19s. per head per annnm
that we make available for the benelit of our
natives. I =upport the seeond rending of
the Bill,

HON, G. B. WOOD (Fast) [3.331: T am
very glad that the Government have at Jast
introduced legislation to deal with the
natives. and T congratulate them upon the
amending Bill. T confess that my perusal
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of the measure created a certain amount of
disappointment, hecause certain proposals
have heen included that led me fo believe
they were inspired hy the department.
Many essentia] matters affecting poliey have
been left undene. At the outset there is a
proposal to alter the name by which the
aborigines are known. 1 fail to appreciate
why that is necessary. There is nothing
derogatory in the name “uborigines,’”” which
means it refers to people who were in the
eountry at the time of its early settlement,
and to their descendnnts. On the other hand,
the word “native’” means “appertaining to
the place of one’s birth or native land”
Many members of Parliament, including my-
solf, are natives of Western Australia, but
we are not abovigines, so 1 fail to see why
the name should be ghanged at all. Perhaps
theve is something in the Minister’s mind
that indueed him to propose the change.
There are nany desirabla amendments in-
elnded in the Bill, but much has been left
undone. Certainly the Bill is an improve-
ment on the parent Act, The Royal Com-
imissioner, Mr. H. D. Moseley, in the course
of Dhis wonderfnl report, advoeated de-
centralisation of control, but the Minister
does not favour that poliey, on the score of
expense. T sugzest a compromise under
which one protector shall be appointed for
the North{West and another for the Sounth.
T do not think it would be any wore ¢xpen-
sive than the present proposal of divisional
inspectors, The offieer in the North would
he responsible only to the Minister, and
there are many problems that would have to
he dealt with quickly without the necessity
for the officer jowrneying to Perth in order
to snbmit his proposition to the Minister or
the Chief Protector. Mr. Moscley does not
advoeate the establishment of an advisory
hoard, Imt in that respeet I think he is
wrong.  With Mr. Angelo, T consider an
honorary advisory board quite essential,
although not necessarily shounld it consist of
members of Parliament, Thers are many
public-spirited men who would be only too
happy to act on such a board so as to ad-
vance the interests of the natives. There are
probably some retired pastoralists and others
living in the city who know something of the
natives and their requirements.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In his report Mr.
Moseler mentioned Mr. Cosack, who is a
very fine type of man.

Hon, G. B. WOQOD: Yes, he is a very
estimable person, ¥ differ from Mr. Moseley
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in this particular instance. The Minister said
that we were ont to do something for one
partienlar set of people. I maintain that
the aborigines vepresent many sets of people
with many different langnages—not dia-
lects, but languages. The natives in the
Kimberleys eannot understand the natives in
the North-West and they adopt pidgin-Eng-
lish as n means of eommunication. Then,
again, as we go further south the language
iy different and the methods of employment
are quite different. In fact, everything is
different execpt the colour. The problems
of the natives in the North are totally dis-
similar from those affecting the natives in
the South. In the North the position is
much easier, and the nissionaries and the
pastoralists have the situation well in hand.
I do not think we need do much to alter the
present position in the North. T know the
natives are happy there, I have scen them
at work. Some receive wages whereas others
do not. Thosc who do nol receive wages
receive more than an equivalent. Generally
speaking a working native has about a dozen
relatives and hangers-on, all of whom have
to he fed by the station, In the North-West,
senerally  speaking  the blacks are very
happy. T would suggest taking a line of
demarcation about Geraldton, having one
proteetor for the whole of the North, and
angther for the South. The Minister has
said we must give these people a chance to
become good citizens. I fail to see in the
Bill any provision at all under whieh we are
going to give them a chance to become good
citizens. We have to-day the sorry position
ercated by the half-caste and the quartér-
caste, and other blacks of various hues, nl-
most ull the eglours of the rainbow, living in
filthy camps. Yet there is no suggestion as
to how we are going to take them away from
the eamps and put them somewhere else.
Many of those people are only breeding up
a race of rotten loafers, good for nothing and
nobody. Something definite should be laid
down for our future guidance. The half-
castes should be segregated from the blaeks,
and put into schools and taught useful oceu-
pations. There is no reason why many of
those fellows should not prove to be good
farm hands. The girls, constituting the
greatest problem of the lot, could he put
into schools also. T would not be above tak-
ing them away from their mothers a! the
earliest possible stage. We have to face this
problem, but so fast are these people hreed-
ing that during the last 12 months there has
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Iseen an increase of 400 in the previous popu-
lation of 4,000 half-castes, So members can
work that out for themselves and see what
the position is likely to be in a few more
yvears.  There will then be so many half-
castes and coloured people in the State that
we shall not know what to do. But we owe
it to the future generations of white people
that something should be done to stop this
ever-increasing tnenace. There are many
ways of doing it. If those people were segre-
gated instend of being allowed to breed likc
rabbits, that in itself would be an immense
gain. One member spoke of a coloured man
with 16 children. I understand that many
such people have up to 10 children each.
And, as we know, they live crowded fo-
gether in a dirty Afilthy little humpy,
and the children can see the intimacy that
i5 going on between their parents. So what
chanee have such children got? Mr. Craig
spoke about the penalties of the North.
Without foliowing the hon. member through
all the details that he gave, I wonld say
that but for the position in the South I
wonld advocate the removal of these penal-
ties altogether. I am sure that a smal! fine
wounld meet the position, so long as those
people who misbehave themselves are
hronght into a position where, n certain
amount of publicity is inevitable. That, [
think will overcome the position, more effec-
tively than would heavy fines. So when in
Committee T will support any amendment
pnt forward to reduce the penalty. An-
other thing that would stop a lot of this
inerease in the half-caste population would
be the preventing of half-caste girls from
loafing around the towns. It does not re-
quire uny special Aet, for to-day we have
the Vagrancy Aet under which it could he
done. T feel the police have been falling
down on their job, for one has only to
go into a country town any night, especially
any Saturday night, to see the half-caste
girts waiting about for the young fellows to
come along. So T say I think the police are
a good deal to blame for this great increase
in quarter-castes in the southern areas. The
Bill provides for compulsory examination of
any persons suspected of being diseased. Per-
sonally I think the time has come when ali
natives should be periodically examined for
disease. Without sueh an examination it
is not easv to say that a person is dis-
eased. So I suggest to the Minister that
a periodieal examination should be made of
every ahoriginal in the State to whom
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inspectors have access—for, of course, many
aborigines in the bush would not be easily
accessible to the inspector. It is quite im-
possible to fell without examination whether
or not n half-caste or a quarter-caste has
leprosy or venereal disease. I have heard of
coloured women who have acquirved disease
from someone else, but are not aware that
they have it. When in Committee I shall
move for a eompulsory periodical examina-
tion of all aborigines and ecoloured people
in the State. That would save the spreading
of discase in the future and would tend to
stamp it out straight away. Under present
conditions it is only a matter of time when
disease will be rampant amongst those
people in the Greai Southern areas, for
most of them are living in much worse eon-
ditions than those in which the blacks live
up North, Even there, of course, we find
fairly large families sleeping together in one
humpy.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And with a eouple of
dogs.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes, and with a
rouple of dogs. In the Bill it is left to the
Protector to decide whether a marriage shall
he performed. I think the Proteetor should
be instructed by Parlinment that no half-
caste is fo marry a black. T would ahso-
lately prohibit that, I know that the long
distance view is to breed these people right
out, but so long as the half-castes can mate
with the full blacks, the process is being re-
versed, and in five years’ time we shall have
a great many more half-castes and quarter-
castes than we have to-day. Under our mar-
riage laws I would not allow any ¢olonred per-
son to marry a black. I hope the Minister wil!
not think I bave unduly eriticised the Bill.
I know the aborigines have not had a chance
in the past. Mr. Angelo has taken out some
figures about our colonred population, and
another member has said that in Queens-
land there are 16,000. However, in my view
that is no excuse. We have to face the
position. I am aware that this Chamber
cannot increase the aborigines Vote, but I
do hope that in another place more monev
will be voted to eope with this great menace
to Western Australia. Mr. Baxter has said
that we should deal with the matter by a
slow proeess. T do not believe in that, for
I think we require to get at it straight away,
clse we shall be faced with such a problem
in future that we will be unable to cope
with it. T will support the second reading.
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HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[6.10]: I will support the Bill, for 1 think
it is long overdue. [ cannot understand why
the Covernment have diffienlty in rfnding
more money for this very important legisla-
tion. There seems ro be no suggesiion of
any increased expenditure by the Govern-
nient. We know that a money Biil cannot be
introduced in the Council, but I should like
to ask the Minister that when replying to
the debate he should tell us how mueh extra
money it is antieipated spending on the abo-
vigines, Surely with those unfortunate people
living in the conditions in which they are,
the Government should take determined steps
to segregate them. The only way of doing
that is hy the expenditure of money in build-
ing places where the coloured people could
reside.  We have had an experience down af
Carrolup, in my provinee. While the ex-
periment was condemned by many people, at
all events the natives had the use of this
area of land. True their dogs gave vonsid-
crahle trouble to the adjacent settlers, and
many charges were made against them. At
the same time I feel confident that most of
those natives did apjpreciate having a home
to go to. In the Great Southern we have the
missionaries at work, and in  places like
Gnowangerup I have had opportunity to
appraise the splendid work heing done hy
those missionaries. Many [armers and settlors
in that district prefer to have tha services of
a native to that of the average working man.
Several people have told me that in the Gno-
wangerup district it has heen suggested that
with our National Park at the Porongorups,
and with a large area extending hetween
the Porongorups and the ranges and Cran-
hrook, land might be set aside so thaf
the eolonred people should be able to take up
small farms and work them under satisfae-
tory supervision. That area of land would
also afford a hunting ground for the full-
blooded blacks. Then I understand there is
another area down by the Tone River that
could be reserved for a similar purpose. All
this, of course, wonld cost money, but T think
the time has arrived when money must be
found for the purpose. One has only to
travel through the Great Southern to realise
the dirt and flith amongst whiel the natives
ave existing in their ecamps. Only last winter
T was travelling through to Williams when
the loeal policeman asked me to come along
and see a particular camp. It was in a ter-
rible eondition. There seemed to be a= many
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dogs as vatives in the camp, The camp wos
very low-lying, and it was terrible to see the
halt caste children mixing up with the
natives.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Iion. H. V. PIESSI: I should now like
to deal with the question of education, In
the Great Southern areas the children of
halt-castes and quarter-castes, who are liv-
ing under the same conditions as white
people, ure recciving their edueation at
the State schools. The parents are living
as respectable cvitizens, and taking up their
citizenship in ae honourable way. They
should be permitted to send their ehildren
to school. The younger children, however,
nust he removed from the terrible envirou-
went under which they are now living.
Money will have to be found by the Gov-
crnment te ereate institutions to provide
for this. 'T'n-night we heard Mr. Angelo
talking about an advisory ecommittec or
board. We also heard several membeuvs
refer to ‘‘sticky-beaks.”” T do not know
what is meant by that term. Does it mean
interference with the conditions of the aho-
rigines 9

Hon. J. Cornell: That may be due to
your innocence.

Hen. H. V. PIESSE: If they are refer-
ring to the great interest which the clergy
and uissionaries take in the natives, the
term does not apply, beeause these people
are doing wonderful work. In Narrogin
the Rev. My, Poxall, the Church of Eng-
land Minister, takes a partieularly keen
interest in the welfare of the natives. When
the Bill was first before Parliament a reso-
lution was passed Iy Synod in Bunbury
asking thot the eonditions of the natives
should he carefully investigated. There are
hundreds of halt-castes in my distriet,
and they are there to stay. Some splendid
citizens are te be found amongst them.
Several have spoken to me recently. Quite
a number of them ean read and write, and
they have been educated in State schools.
They do not like the idea of being classed
with the natives. To a eertain extent this
is class legislation, or it brings the nigger
or native into the same category as half-
castes. There should be some distinetion
hetween them, espectally when these people
are endeavouring to better their conditions
and become good citizens. We discus~ed
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in connection with the Electoral Act a pro-
posal to give these people power to regis.
ter as voters. In my oltice a few weeks ago
a very smart half-easte man made the fol-
lowing observations:—*‘1 ean read and
write. 1 have a farm of GO0 acres wnich
I have seleeted. 1 am not allowed to raise
any woney from the Agricultural Bank
beeanse they do not cunsider my land of
sufficient value. I am wmarried te a half-
caste girl. We both have a vote. T am not
permitted to take up my citizenship. 1T
1 enter an hotel 1 at onee come under the
ban of the police.”” L replied, **Yon have
the right 1o vote and your wife has the
sie right, and you are living under good
conditions and arve improving the land.”’
This wman, hy the way, owns horses and
bas built his own home. He osaid, “Mo.
Neville will nof give me that vight.’? Seme-
times 1 think the Chief 1"rotector has ton
much power. I realise that Mr. Neville
has given cxeellenl service to the Siate,
and has been faithful to the Minister and
the Government. Fle is, however, given
too mueh power. That is why T s sorrs
that the Bill does not allow f{or two or
three zones, as suggested in the exeellent
report of the Hoyal Commissioner. The
conditions in the North are different from
those in the South. [f a Commissioner were
appeinted for the South. eneireling the
Great Sontheru and the Geraldton distvicts.
he would bLe responsible to the Minister
for the administration of the Aet. Tt is
not too late to make the necessary amend-
ment. The Chief Seeretary has always heen
conrteous when members have gone to his
officc with respect fo these unfortunate
people. T feel sure he has their welfare
at heart. and will he only too pleased to
aceept the adviee of those who genuincly
desire to help these persons.  Mr. Craig
reforred to  the penalties for having
intereourse with the natives. T do not
think anv ftine would be foo great for
offenders in our distviet. The position is
different in the North, for in that ease [
wanld not make fhe punishment imprison-
ment.

Hon. T.. Craig: You must separate the
North from the South.

Hon. H. V. PTESSE: Yes. As Mr. Woodl
has zaid the troultle occurs on the outskirts
of the towns. These girls often wait for
opportunities to get into touch with the
old drunks and others who are under the

itltucnee of liquor and whoe will take drink
to the native camps. That is how so much
trouble oecurs. I have nothing but good
to say of the splendid work the police are
endeavouring to earry out, particularly
in the province 1 represent., They
are very kind to the natives, but are
eertainly firm with them. After dark
i the Great Southern districts it is seldom
one sees @ native in the town. It there is
suech o thing as o cireus or a show going
on they may wet a spectal permit fo remain
in the precincis of the town. Oeeasionally
we hear big arguments going on in nalive
camps. My property in Katanning adjoins
a native reserve. A few weeks ngo a native
woman had her skull erushed and she suf-
fered from concussion, heeause another
native had taken drink into the camyp. That
sort of thing must be controlled. The liquor
laws are severe encuzh for anyhody., Anv-
one who lakes liquor to these people should
he severcly dealt with. The Chief Seeretary
referved to illegitimate children in connee-
tion with these people. 1 am glad the same
law is going to apply to those illegitimate
children as it does to the illegitimate
children of white people. When it can
be proved that a man js the father of ane
of these children he should be made respons-
ible, and pay the same maintenance as an
ordinary person has to do. That will afford
the natives some proteetion. T have heen
fold by the police that in many cases they
cim trace the fathers of these children, but
thex are not aliowed by law to bring them
to justice. Tt would he a move in the right
tirection if the white man’s law were applied
to the men in ruestion. T refer to the Child
Welfare Act. T welcome the Bill and re-
serve the right to discuss eertain clauses
of it In Committee. T hope that all Gov-
ernments will see that a larzer sum  of
money 15 made available so that these un-
fortunate peopie may have their conditions
improved and their welfare studied. 1 sup-
port the second reading.

On motion hy Hon, 7. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

BILL--TENANTS, PURCHASERS, AND
MORTGAGORS® RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
M. Gray—West) [742] in moving the
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second reading said: The purpose of the
Bill is to continue the Act passed by Par-
liament in 1930 as a result of the unem-
ployment that followed the advent of the
depression. It was hoped then that the
eonditions which necessitated the relief em-
bodied in this legislation would not con-
tinue in existence over a protracted period,
and, consequently, the Act was made opera-
tive for only one vear, Unfortunately, a
eonsiderable scotion of our community has
continued to experience depression condi-
tions since the engetment of the initial Bill,
with the result that, during each of the last
5ix years, the Bill has been bronght hefore
Parliament for re-endorsement. The Act
now operafing makes provision for the fen-
ant, purchaser, or mortgagor to take action
mn the court to obtain a stay order to pre-
vent the landlord, owner, or mortgagee from
exercising his rights, TUnder other legisla-
tion, the latter are not deharred from exer-
cising ftheir rights, unless the tenant, pur-
chaser, or mortgagor concerned makes appli-
cation for a stay order. In that case, both
parties are summoned to appear before the
court. Consideration is then given to all
the cireumstances and a decision is made
on the result of evidence heard and facts
adduced. Rights under this Act are given
only to persons in difficult circumstances,
by reason of unemployment or part-time em-
ployment. Despite the general improvement
in ceconomie conditions during recent years,
the necessity still exists for the continua-
tion of this legislation. Last year 27 appli-
cations were made to the court under the
provisions of the Aet. There would have
heen a considerably greater number of ap-
plications for stay orders but for the fact
that there is no legislation preventing
people from contracting themselves outside
the provisions of the Act. A provision is
confained in the present Bill to prevent this
practice, This amendment seeks to debar
landlords and mortgagees from taking ad-
vantage of a person’s unfortunate economic
position for the purpose of ecompelling him
to sign away his rights under the law. Mem-
bers will join with me, I am sure, in the
hope that this witnesses the last occasion
on which it will be necessary for legislation
of such a nature to receive their considera-
tion. From long experience with the condi-
tions of part-time employment and unem-
ployment in the Fremantle district, I feel it
is absolutely necessary for this legislation
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to be continued for at least another year.
I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motien by Hon. H, V. Piesse, debate
adjourned,

House adjourned at 7.49 p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Tuesday, 29th September, 1936.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 130
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BUTTER, LABELS.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER asked the
Alinister for Agriculture: 1, I's he aware that
butter is being  sold, contrary to law, in
wrappers marked “North Coast” and “Buun-
bury” which has not been produced in the
places named? 2, Tf so, will he give instrnc-
tions for proceedings to be taken against the
Persons or firms who are breaking the law?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes, and have considered amend-
ing legislation to prevent the practice. 2,
The matter is in the bands of the Dairy Pro-
ducts Marketing Board, whe are denling
with it. Anyone can, however, take action
under the Criminal Code.

QUESTION—TROLLEY BUSES,
CLAREMONT ROUTE.

Hon. C. ¢. LATHANM asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Have tenders been accepled
for one ecomplete unit and eleven chasses and



